
 

The Self Sufficiency Standard for Mississippi – Lincoln County 
 
The Self Sufficiency Standard of Mississippi is a measure of how much a family of a certain structure in a geographic area 
needs to earn to meet their needs without public or private assistance.  The Self Sufficiency Standard varies by family 
size, composition, children’s age, and geographic location.   
 
How much is enough in Lincoln County? 
The Self Sufficiency Standard includes the following expenses: housing, child care, food, transportation, health care, 
miscellaneous expenses and taxes.  The Self Sufficiency Standard also subtracts tax credits from the other expenses to 
calculate the given wages.  The Standard is a conservative measure that does not include items such as debt repayment, 
eating out or savings of any kind.  It represents a minimum adequate wage needed to live without any assistance.  The 
table below illustrates the Self Sufficiency Standard for eight different family types in Lincoln County.   
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